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Dear St. Francis High School Alumni,

Summer greetings.  I am delighted to be a part of the St. Francis High School community.  
Since my arrival on July 23 I have met a few of you, but there are thousands of you whom 
I have yet to meet.  I look forward to having that opportunity as we move into the future 
together.  

One of the aspects of St. Francis High School that most struck me during my interviews 
and campus visit is the genuine hallmark of care that is manifest throughout the school.  
Whether it’s learning something new in the classroom, meeting one-on-one with a 
teacher, swapping stories in the hall before the next bell rings, attending an all-school 
Liturgy, going on retreat, or competing on the playing field, St. Francis High School is a 
place where students are equipped with the education and skills needed for a faithful 
life well lived.  As alumni you know this better than anyone and are living proof of the 
value of a St. Francis High School education!  

Here at school we are gearing up for the beginning of the 2018-2019 school year.  Floors are being polished, teachers are 
setting up their classrooms, and students will arrive soon for orientation.  The new school year also brings new opportunities 
to come together as alumni and continue the St. Francis High School tradition of caring for each other and encouraging 
each other along the way.  

I do hope you will make note of the upcoming alumni events taking place this year—they provide a wonderful opportunity 
for us to meet and begin to get to know each other.  I personally am eager to get to know each of you and hear the many 
and varied ways that St. Francis High School left its mark on you.  Most importantly, please know that you are always 
welcome home to St. Francis High School.

God bless you,

Dr. Betsy V. Ackerson
President

P.S.  To learn a little more about me, visit the St. Francis High School website: www.sfhscollegeprep.org 
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Pictured on Front Cover (in alphabetical order) - Legacy Families:  Jack 
Armbrust (Mike ’88 and Tammy Denemark ’88 Armbrust, Caroline Brundage 
(Ann Dixon ’86 Brundage), Bailey Clark (Colleen Carroll ’87 Clark), Elena 
Flowers (Jayme Solano ’90 Flowers), Thaia Garcia (Topher Garcia ’97), Jacob 
Goddard (Greg Goddard ’88), Alyssa Gulli (Maria Reda ’88 Gulli), Nicholas 
Jurich (Jim Jurich ’78), Kelly Keough (Steven Keough ’88), Courtney Kozak (Jay 
’84 and Tracey Morris ’84 Kozak), Sarah Maller (Juliana Atten ’85 Kozak), 
Grace Rego (Jennifer Cleveland ’87 Rego), Nicola Rendina (Michael Rendina 
’89), Samuel Sidari (Carolyn Dechene ’86 Sidari)
Not Pictured:  Luke Armbrust (Steven Armbrust ’78), Avery Resuali (Robert 
Resuali ’86), John Riendeau (David and Kathy Uplegger ’83 Riendeau)

Correction:  In the last issue of 
Focus, the people in this photo were 
incorrectly listed as Ken Dillenkoffer 
‘98 and Brian Carew ’07. They 
should have been listed as Ken 
Dillenkoffer ‘98 and Mike Pfaff ‘01.  

In June, some students along with 
teacher, Shuilan Wen and Director of 
the International Student Program, 
Beth Erazmus ‘89 Wiborg, traveled 
to China for and eight-day trip. They 
visited Beijing, Xi’an and Shanghai. 
Some of our International Students 
met them at the airport and 
joined them on some adventures.

https://www.sfhscollegeprep.org/page
https://www.facebook.com/St-Francis-High-School-Wheaton-IL-1483967411843796/
https://twitter.com/SFHS_Spartans
https://www.instagram.com/sfhsspartans/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/st-francis-high-school-wheaton-il/
http://sfhscollegeprep.org
https://www.facebook.com/SFHSAlumni
https://twitter.com/SfhsAlumAssoc


When a Fox Sports reporter asked Eric 
Stout ’11, a left-handed relief pitcher, 
about his first game with the Kansas City 
Royals, Eric said it was “exhilarating” 
and everything he dreamed it would be.

Eric Stout pitched and played in the 
outfield for the St. Francis High School 
baseball team for four years.  He 
described himself as a “tall, skinny, 
pitcher-kind-of-athlete.” His dad said he 
was 6’1” and 155 lbs. as a senior and 
wasn’t even thinking about professional 
ball. He really just wanted to play for a 
college team.  

In Eric’s senior year, the Spartans won 
both the regional and sectional titles.  
They lost in the super-sectionals against 
Nazareth Academy at North Central 
College in Naperville, but Eric said the 
whole experience was awesome.  He 
loved the feel of playing in a bigger 
stadium and having people – even 
those who didn’t have a baseball player 
in their family - come out to see them 
play.  

Big League Debut
Eric Stout ‘11

Alum Tom Ciombor ’82, a scout for the 
Florida Marlins in 2011, knew Eric from 
SFHS and from the DuPage Training 
Academy.  He said that Eric was a “late 
bloomer and no one thought he was 
going to be a big leaguer.”  But, Tom saw 
talent in Eric and recommended him for 
the draft that year.

He didn’t get drafted, but like Tom, Steve 
Farley, head coach at Butler University, 
saw something in Eric and offered him 
a scholarship to play for them – the 
only D1 school he was considering.  
While at Butler, Eric started thinking 
about possibilities for the Big Leagues.  
According to Mike Stout, Eric’s dad, Eric 
didn’t have great stats in college, but he 
continued to work hard at improving his 
skills. 

At Butler, Eric met his mentor, Radley 
Haddad, current Major League Coaching 
Assistant and Bullpen Catcher for the 
New York Yankees.  Eric said Radley 
continues to motivate him and is a huge 
part of his career.  Radley introduced 

him to Eric Cressey, President and Co-
Founder of Cressey Sports Performance, 
a “go-to, high performance facility” 
utilizing “cutting-edge methods” to 
train athletes (https://ericcressey.com/
about-eric).  Eric and Radley head to 
the facility in Florida every December 
to train, and Eric continuously works to 
improve his game skill and development 
as a player. 

At the end of his junior year at Butler, 
he was a 13th-round draft pick for the 
Kansas City Royals in the 2014 MLB 
June Amateur Draft.

While Tom, now a scout for the Kansas 
City Royals, was the first scout to “turn 
him in,” Eric’s being drafted out of 
Butler had nothing to do with him. Tom 
said that Eric worked hard and made his 
mark in college.  Mike added that Eric 
also met the job requirements:  he was 
taller than six feet, he had the left-hand 
advantage, and he was throwing at 90 
miles per hour or better.

Eric’s first team following the draft in 
2014 was the Chukars, a rookie team 
in the Pioneer League in Idaho Falls.  
He moved his way through the various 
levels in the minor league over the next 
three years and in April 2017 landed his 
spot on the AAA Minor League team, 
the Omaha Storm Chasers.

During Spring Training, Eric was 
optioned to the Royals. He said being 
on “options” is a tougher schedule.  An 
athlete never knows when he will be 
called up to play in the Majors or sent 
back down to the Minors.  Generally, 
he said, after a game in the AAA, the 
manager will walk through the dugout 
and notify any players who have been 
called.

When asked about the moment he 
learned he had been called, Eric 

explained, “I was sick as a dog.  It was 
around 7:00 p.m. and I was on my way 
to Walgreens to get some Nyquil when 
I received a call from my manager. 
Technically, there’s no reason to be 
getting a call that late. I asked if he was 
joking, and he told me to pack my bags 
because we would be heading out to 
Kansas City the next morning.”  Eric 
said he had to pull his car over and let 
it all “sink in”.  Luckily, he was already 
packed to leave the next morning for 
his AAA game in Denver, so he was all 
set to head instead to his Major League 
debut! 

Mike said jokingly that every time he 
receives a call from Eric, he thinks it 
could be “IT” because usually Eric just 
texts. On the night Eric called to tell 
his dad about the big news, Mike was 
with a group of colleagues working off 
campus.  He answered the phone call 
and Eric said, “What are you doin’?,” as if 
it was going to be a casual conversation.  

He later told Mike to pack his bags and 
head to Kansas City.  

Eric was called up as an injury 
replacement.  On Tuesday, April 24, 
2018, Eric was dressed for the game, 
but he didn’t play.  He pitched the day 
before he left Omaha, so he figured the 
Royals would try to rest him on that 
first day.  Unfortunately, none of the 
15 friends and family who traveled to 
Kansas City to see him play, including 
fellow Spartan and best friend from 
home, Michael Scholl ’11, knew that, 
and most had to go back home to work 
the next day. Those who were able to 
stay saw him pitch on April 25.

Walking out to the mound, in a stadium 
filled with more than 20,000 people, 
Eric thought he “was going to be head-
over-heels,” but he wasn’t.  He said it 
didn’t feel that different. “I mean, the 
mound is still 60 feet and six inches.  I 
had to do the same thing when I got 

there.”  He added, “I think being sick 
really mellowed me out.  I was pumped 
to be there, but really it felt normal; 
nothing out of the ordinary.”

Mike said, “Eric struck the first batter out 
and I instantly received about 70 texts 
from people in the first five seconds!”  
He and Eric’s family and friends are so 
proud of and excited for him.  Mike said 
he’s worked so hard to get there, and 
now “he gets to live it.”  Tom added, 
“The odds were overwhelmingly against 
him.  So it’s cool that he got called to 
the Big Leagues and get his dream come 
true!” 

After pitching in the following Saturday’s 
game, Eric was sent back to Omaha.  His 
dad said it’s disappointing of course, 
but everyone knows the process.  “As  
parents, all Liz and I can do is try to be 
there during the good and the bad.  If he 
needs support, he knows we’re there.”

(continued on the next page)

The Kansas City Royals posted this picture 
(left) of Eric on their Instagram page saying 
“Welcome to the Show.” The photo above  
is of the scoreboard announcing his debut.

www.sfhscollegeprep.org
All photos courtesy of the Stout family



Eric is still young and he understands 
there can be a lot of ups and downs for 
the next three years.  In fact, he was 
called up again as an injury replacement 
in late May, but never played and was 
sent back down two days later. “I signed 
up for this. I knew what kind of schedule 
I was going to have.  I need to do what it 
takes to progress as an athlete.” He said 
he takes things one day at a time.  He 
doesn’t focus too much on the future.  
He lives for today and wants to work 
to improve himself so he can find a 
consistent role on the Royals.

Eric believes that baseball is really a 
game of failure. “People outside and 
looking in don’t always understand 
all the levels before the Big Leagues. 
You fail more than you succeed.  But 
you need the mental capacity to push 
through and move on.”

Mike said that St. Francis High School 
helped Eric to prepare for this journey 
and for life.  As a Spartan, he thought 
Eric really learned how to be a good 
teammate.  He had the opportunity to 
be a leader and as such, learned how 
to deal with all outcomes.  Mike also 
said that as parents, he and his wife Liz 
had opportunities to make great friends 
at SFHS.  “We will always feel part of a 
team.”

Eric agrees and said he learned to work 
hard at SFHS.  Additionally, he felt like 
he had the support of many – teachers, 
coaches, friends, family.  Everyone was 
eager to help and push him to the next 

level.  They wanted him to excel both 
on and off the field.  

Together with Coach Sean Healy, Eric’s 
high school basketball coach who 
taught Eric to stay motivated, Eric 
specifically mentioned teachers Mary 
Pratscher ’93 and Kristina Abbott, as 
instrumental to his SFHS experience.  
He noted that they made him feel 
comfortable in class, took the time to 
know his family, and mentored him.  He 
appreciated that they genuinely cared 
about him and often stayed after school 
to offer extra help. “SFHS has a real 
family atmosphere.  I built relationships 
for life! I was supposed to go to [a local 
public high school], but in the summer 
before freshman year, I thought about 
how a small school could help with 
athletic opportunity.  It was the best 
choice in my life!” 

Growing up, Eric was always a Chicago 
Cubs fan and he always wanted to 
play for the Cubs.  But, like SFHS and 
Butler, Eric feels like the Royals are his 
family. It feels like home.  People in the 
organization know his name, his family 
and things about him.  “I don’t know 
that I’d rather be anywhere else!”

Year Team League Level
2014 Idaho Falls Chukars Pioneer Rookie
2015 AZL Royals Arizona Rookie
2015 Idaho Falls Chukars Pioneer Rookie
2015 Lexington Legends South Atlantic A
2015 Northwest Arkansas Naturals Texas AA
2016 Northwest Arkansas Naturals Texas AA
2016 Surprise Saguaros Arizona Fall Fal
2017 Omaha Storm Chasers Pacific Coast AAA
2018 Omaha Storm Chasers Pacific Coast AAA
2018 Kansas City Royals American MLB

“It’s not hard to make the Majors, 
it’s hard to stick in the Big Leagues.” - Eric Stout

“SFHS...was 
the best choice 

in my life.” 

Pictures:  (top to bottom) Eric with his parents when he was drafted in 2014; pitching with Butler 
University; pitching with Omaha; the Stout family - Mike (Dad), Liz (Mom), Elise, Eric and Chris
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of Intent to Play in college
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Calendar
August
1     Yearbook Pickup - Class of 2018
14    Classes Begin
30    Back-to-School Liturgy

September
28    Alumni Golf Outing & Tailgate; Homecoming
29    Alumni Reunions 
30    Distinguished Alumni Mass and Brunch

October
4     Feast of St. Franics Liturgy
5     State ‘08 Football 10-year Reunion
11    Fall Choral Concert
26-28   Fall Play

November
4     Alumni Memorial Mass

Visit the website at sfhscollegeprep.org for more 
information, event schedules and ticket sales.

Can you help with Admissions?
• Set up a table after Mass at your parish and welcome prospective 
families to speak with you about St. Francis High School
• Be available at Open House and other Recruitment events to mingle 
with prospective families
• Speak to prospective families about your positive SFHS experiences
• Agree to be featured in an upcoming issue of the Newsletter

Contact Maureen Isphording, Director of Admissions, at 
misphording@sfhscollegeprep.org if you would like to volunteer.

http://www.sfhscollegeprep.org


1966
Glen Gabert was recently honored when 
Hudson County Community College 
renamed their library in his name 
upon his retirement after 25+ years as 
President of the school.

1966
Kenneth “Ken” Campagna was recently 
honored for his volunteer service to 
H.O.M.E., a Chicago non-profit that helps 
low-income seniors find or maintain 
affordable housing.  He said that the 
two days a week that he spends doing 
home repairs for homebound seniors 
has proven “one of the most rewarding 
experiences of [his] life.”

1972
Jack Mulligan recently contacted SFHS 
to recount the heart attack he had in 
2014 and exclaimed how thankful he is 
to be alive.

1978
Bill Melka returned to SFHS once again 
on Senior Institute Day to speak to 
students in the Class 
of 2018.  His workshop 
topics covered 
managing finances in 
colleges and beyond.

2014
Shawn Martin is a current Engineering 
student at Northwestern University.  He 
came back to SFHS in the spring to speak 
with  the Engineering Club  and juniors 
and seniors in their science classes 
about majoring in and various careers in 
engineering.

Theresa McKenna graduated from 
Carthage College in May with a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Psychology.

Kevin Murphy graduated cum laude 
from the University of San Diego in May 
with a bachelor’s degree in Finance and 
Real Estate.

2015
Brandon Holm studied abroad in 
Luxembourg for the Spring 2018 
semester through Miami University. 

Mike Riley was named HCAC Defensive 
Player of the Year.  The NCAA all-divisions 
leader also set a new Rose-Hulman 
record with an average 1.7 sacks per 
game and 17 sacks in a single season.

2016
Trisha Connelly studied abroad in 
Luxembourg for the Spring 2018 
semester through Miami University. 

www.sfhscollegeprep.org

2005
Billy Travis is a middle school teacher 
in Indianapolis and in March tweeted 
about wearing his Spartanwear for 
Decades Day at his school. Thanks for 
representing the Spartans!!

2010
Jim Olofson was ordained at the 
Cathedral of St. Raymond in Joliet on 
May 26, 2018 and celebrated his first 
Mass at St. Walter at 9:00 a.m. on May 
27, 2018.

Kristen Kelsay was named, among 
other  rising stars, to the American 
Volleyball Coaches Association’s Thirty 
Under 30.

Stephanie Sheehan, following in her 
brothers’, Joe ‘02 and 
Kevin ‘04, footsteps in 
pursuing a career in 
medicine, graduated 
from the National 
University of Ireland, 
Galway, Medical 
School in June 2017 
and is currently 
practicing medicine in 
Ireland. 

Updates
1989
Jamie Green is the President/CEO of U.S. 
Metals, Inc. (Mentone, IN), a processor 
and leading source of quality receycled 
steel shot/steel grit. He is married and has 
two boys (Destin, 13 and Jordan, 10) and 
lives in Rochester, IN on Lake Manitou.

2001
Sean Farrell and his brother-in-law Mike 
Grodecki established Lake Brothers Beer 
Co. They brew one beer and one beer 
only - an easy drinking lager.  Brewed in 
Detroit, their goal is to have their beer 
become the go-to lager of the Great 
Lakes region.  It has been available 
throughout the state of Michigan 
since May 2016, and it launched in the 
Chicago market in May 2017.  It can be 
purchased from Malloy’s and Binny’s, 
and they hope it will be available soon 
in bars, restaurants, private clubs and 
liquor stores throughout the Chicago 
area.  Sean and Mike hope to grow this 
family business for many years to come.

2003
Andrew Sharos is is a teacher at West 
Leyden High School.  He recently 
authored “All 4s and 5s: A Guide 
to Teaching and Leading Advanced 
Placement Programs” and gifted a copy 
to the SFHS librabry for teachers to read. 

In Memoriam
Alumni
James Bourke ‘63
 brother of  Mary Katherine Bourke‘68, Patricia Bourke Freer ‘70,  
 Sheila Bourke ‘73 Reed (our apologies for listing James as their 
 father in the last issue)
Christopher Lang
 husband of Paula Vechart ‘72 Lang; father of Timarie ‘02, Audrey  
 ‘07, Jarusha ‘10, Moses ‘11 and Joseph ‘19; brother of Patricia ‘73  
 Lang McKay, Timothy Lang ‘75, Jennifer Lang ‘78 Cottingham, Dr.  
 Vincent Lang ‘79, Gabrielle Lang ‘81 Rogers.
Albert P. Lewek ‘69 
 husband of Merekay Norwood ‘67 Lewek; brother of  Peter Lewek  
 ‘71, Jean Lewek ‘74, Lawrence Lewek ‘79
Andrew Ronning ‘67 
 brother of Cathy Ronning ‘73, John Ronning ‘75, Tony    
 Ronning ‘79

Faculty
Philip F. Dever (1968-1969)

Family
Theresa Lee Carlson
 daughter of Bridget White ‘01; granddaughter of Bill White ‘71,   
 Mary Donnelly ‘73 White 
Edward Doyle
 father of Edward Doyle ‘13 and Colin Doyle ‘14
John Thomas Gannon
 father of David Gannon ‘77, Erin Gannon ‘78 Oates, Alan Gannon  
 ‘79, Kevin Gannon ‘81, Gary Gannon ‘82 and the late Stephen 
 Gannon ‘75
Elizabeth M. Kundtz
 mother of Dale Kundtz ‘71
Ken Moreen
 father of Narra Moreen ‘15, Axel Moreen ‘18 
 

Memorial Cards may be purchased in memory of a loved 
one and all donations benefit our students. Names are written in 
our Book of Intents and remembered in the prayers of the 
St. Francis High School family during our weekly prayer services 
and monthly liturgies.

Please call 630-668-5800 x 1115 for more information.

***The Office of Institutional Advancement will no longer email notices of deceased 
alumni or alumni family members.  
Please consult our website at sfhscollegeprep.org/condolences for obituaries or to 
share an obituary. 

Lauren Duncan ‘11 
and Jeff Rutkowski 
‘12 spoke at the 
Senior Breakfast in 
April to encourage 
students to stay 
connected to SFHS 
after graduation.

St. Francis High School  is the only high 
school to advance three graduates to 
the current and newly formed FIVB 
Volleyball Nations League:  Kelsey 
Robinson ‘10 (women’s team), Jeff 
Jendryk ‘14 (men’s team) and Erin 
Virtue ‘01 (women’s assistant coach)

Pictured L to 
R: Sean Farrell 
‘01, Courtney 
Murnane 
‘01 Farrell, 
Mackenzie 
Murnane ‘ 04 
Grodecki and 
Mike Grodecki

Alumni

The “New Age Americans” band - Tyler 
Hodgett ‘17, Jake Smith ‘18, Kieran 
Schoaf ‘18 and Liam Poe ‘18 - played 
at the Glendale Heights Summer Fest 
and Elyse Chapski ‘18 joined them in the 
performance.

The band’s first single, “Thank You,” 
was inspired by the parents, teachers, 
coaches and mentors supporting them 
in their journey. Their first album was 
released in June 2018.New Age Americans



It might be summer, but things haven’t slowed down here at 
SFHS!  The campus was full of life as students attended summer 
camps. Construction crews were busy transforming spaces into 
new offices for admissions, athletics, and the new president. The 
Buck Services staff is working hard to deep clean classrooms and 
lockers, wax the floors, and just get the building ready for the new 
school year.

I’ve been busy too! I was fortunate to attend a conference by 
Partners in Mission which focused on Advancement in Catholic 

Schools and a workshop by Gonser Gerber on Reinventing your Alumni. I feel energized 
and full of ideas for the upcoming year. St. Francis High School is investing in their 
alumni!

I’m excited to announce that beginning with the Class of 2023, and sponsored by 
the Alumni Association, the registration fees will be waived for all children of alumni 
who test and register for St. Francis High School. This new incentive reinforces the 
importance of our alumni and the legacy tradition.

I hope to see many of you back here for the Alumni Reunion Weekend in September.  
Details for all the events are included in this issue of Focus. Please let me know if you 
have any questions, or if you would like to volunteer in any way. Feel free to join me 
and the Alumni Association at the next general meeting on August 15. I love seeing and 
meeting alumni when they come back to SFHS! I hope you’ll be one of them!

Reunions

1968 - 50th
Save the Dates: September 27-30 
Ted Knorring - tedknorring@comcast.net 
Jack Nihill - jnihill2@aol.com 

1993 - 25th
September 29, 2018
Pal Joey’s, Batavia
Kimberly Pohlman Meske & Jim Lloyd - 
kimmismc97@sbcglobal.net 

1997 & 1998 - 20th
Joint 20th reunion on September 29
Tony Grigonis - tgrigonis@gmail.com 
Topher Garcia - crgarcia24@gmail.com 
bestreunionever2018@gmail.com

2003 - 15th
Save the Date: September 29

2008 - 10th

Classes 1978, 1988 and 2013
Where are you? Please contact Becky 
Fischesser to start planning your reunion today.  
It’s not too late!

Alumni

Becky Feltes ‘97 Fischesser
Alumni Relations Manager
630-668-5800 x1202
bfischesseer@sfhscollegeprep.org

Alumni Board Meetings
All meetings are held in the 
Rosmonowski Room (Door #1 on the 
west side of the building) at 6:30 p.m.  
Please mark your calendars for the 
following meeting dates:

October 10
December 12

August 15
September 12

Upcoming Events

Class of 2008 celebrated their 10th Reunion 
at a White Sox game in June.

Alumni

Updates 
Alumni on President’s/
Dean’s/Honors/
Scholarship Lists
Joshua Ackerman ‘14, University of Dayton 
McKenzie Burns ‘14, University of Dayton
Alexis Long ‘14, University of Dayton
Amanda Nunley ‘14, DePauw University 
Cassandra  Quick ‘14, University of Dayton
Paulius Siliunas ‘14, University of Dayton
Michael Tancredi ‘14, University of Dayton
Jessica Bullock ’15, University of Dayton
Kathryn Deneen ‘15, University of Dayton
Corky Hart ‘15, University of Dayton
Allison Hess ‘15, Miami University 
Amanda Imbrogno ‘15, University of Dayton 
Breandan McClure ’15, Iowa State Univ.
Kate Rathgeber ‘15, University of Dayton
Joey Wood ‘15, University of Dayton
Matthew Bandusky ‘16, Miami University
Bailey Benton ’16, University of Vermont
Natalie Blank ‘16, University of Dayton
Madison Brewster ’16, University of Alabama
Melissa Budisch ‘16, University of Dayton
Sarah Budisch ‘16, University of Dayton
Trisha Connelly ‘16, Miami University
Molly Doran ’16, Upper Iowa University
Kathleen Kleve ’16, Augustana College
Shea Mahoney ’16, University of Alabama
Sean Malek ‘16, University of Dayton
Matt Martin ‘16, University of Dayton
John O’Connell ‘16, University of Dayton
Maggie Peplow ‘16, Miami University 
Magdalyn Los ‘17, University of Dayton
Elizabeth Malek ‘17, University of Dayton
Victoria Martin ‘17, University of Evansville
Lauren Von Bampus ’17, Miami University

Congratulations to former members of 
the Spartanette Dance Company who 
continue to dance at their colleges and 
universities:  Cali Rudge ‘14 (University 
of Notre Dame), Gina Parenti ‘14 
(Marquette University , Emily Loughman 
‘14 (Butler University), Juliana Furlano 
‘15 (Augustana College), Caroline 
Loughman ‘16 (Butler University), 
Claire Holman ‘16 (St. Mary’s College, 
University of Notre Dame), Molly 
Tuskey ‘17 (University of Illinois), 
Krystal Pold ‘17 (St. Norbert College)

Help us celebrate our 2008 State Championship Football Team
October 5, 2018

Varsity Game - Halftime Recognition
Postgame Celebration - Emmet’s (121 Front St., Wheaton)

‘08 athletes are asked to RSVP their attendance to Coach Greg Purnell at 
gpurnell@sfhscollegeprep.org or 630-668-5800 x 1125

STATE ‘08 REunion

ALUMNI EVENTS
2018-2019
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“Larry’s heart is bigger and 
kinder than most and he shares 
his love without fanfare. Larry 
was there when you needed 
a helping hand and will be 
missed by all who knew him.” 

- Joan Kustak

Thanks for Your Service

www.sfhscollegeprep.org

Meg ‘03 and Dan ‘05, who are both SFHS 
alumni; and in recent years, experience 
the joy of becoming a grandma.   

Principal Raeann Huhn said, “While this 
is a sad time and Trudy will definitely 
be missed, we get to celebrate all that 
she has accomplished.  She has taken 
so many hands – students, parents, 
colleagues – over the years and opened 
their minds, touched their hearts, and 
helped shape their futures.  St. Francis 
High School is a much richer community 
because she has been a part of it.”

Larry began 35 years ago. He is known 
to have worn more hats than any 
other – physical education teacher, 
coach, athletic director, dean, assistant 
principal, business manager/associate.  
Larry was at every event - every day, 
every night, every weekend.  There 
was nothing he wouldn’t do for St. 

Trudy Rigney Larry Baker
Enjoy Your Retirements

Kevin held their wedding reception 
in the Slant Dome.  Larry and his wife 
Cheryl lived in the rectory here at SFHS 
for a couple of years.  No one else has 
ever followed in their footsteps.  

They are as unique as their personal 
ties and will remain a special part of this 
community and the memories shared 
among thousands of alumni and staff 
alike.  

Story contributors:  Jeff Gerdeman 
‘87, Dan Hardwick, Sue Harsa, Raeann 
Huhn, Peg Kopec, Joan Kustak, Jillian 
Pettenuzzo, Meg Rigney ‘03 Navolio, 
Angelika Rupp

Francis High School, simply because it 
benefitted the school.  He was a true 
example of St. Francis among us and he 
bled Spartan blue.

Larry’s colleagues express extreme 
gratitude for his guidance, service and 
advice noting their jobs were made so 
much easier because of his assistance.  
They agree St. Francis High School is a 
better place because of Larry.

Raeann Huhn said, “Larry has been a 
mentor to quite a few coaches, teachers 
and staff throughout his long career. His 
work ethic, loyalty and commitment 
to St. Francis High School is second to 
none.”

In addition to the legacy that Trudy and 
Larry have left for this community, they 
both share very personal and unique 
ties to SFHS.  Trudy and her husband 

&
Trudy Rigney and Larry Baker have 
officially retired following a combined 
75 years of dedication and service to 
the St. Francis High School community. 

Trudy began 40 years ago as an English 
teacher.  She coached track, volleyball 
and tennis.  She participated in many 
Kairos retreats.  As a counselor for 
30 years, Trudy has written countless 
numbers of college recommendations, 
guided students and parents 
throughout their years at SFHS and 
beyond, and advised fellow faculty.  
Her family and friends describe her 
as strong, determined, hard-working, 
supportive, faith-filled, loyal, funny, 
intelligent, Irish, kind and loving.  

Throughout her years at SFHS, Trudy’s 
long-time colleagues witnessed her 
meet, fall in love, and marry her 
husband Kevin; welcome two children, 

“Trudy’s life has been 
woven through the threads 
of St. Francis High School 
for the last 40 years and we 
have all benefitted from it.”

- Peg Kopec



Spotlight
Alumni

Alumnus, Alumni Parent, Teacher, 
Department Chair, Intramural 
Moderator, Coach…Mike Lynch ’77 is 
a true and dedicated Spartan!  And, on 
Saturday, April 28, he earned his 500th 
win as coach of the Boys’ Volleyball 
Team!

The boys’ volleyball program at St. 
Francis High School began in 1998 
with a group of boys who had no 
collective volleyball experience but 
were interested in forming a team.  
They approached Mike Lynch ’77, who 
was the girls’ volleyball assistant coach 
at the time, and asked him to coach 
their team.  In 1999, the new team 
finished in 3rd place in the Streamwood 
Tournament!

Under Mike Lynch’s leadership, the 
boys’ volleyball program is now in its 
20th year at St. Francis High School.  
In 18 of those years, the team had a 
minimum of 20 wins, were ranked in 
the top 20 for 14 of those years, and 
in 2010 they were ranked 9th in the 
nation.  Until three years ago, they were 
only a non-conference team.  Since 
then, the team has competed in the 
Chicago Catholic League, in a one-class 
system, playing at a high level against 
very competitive schools.  

Lynch has coached many who have 
continued to play in college, including 
Jeff Jendryk ’14, who attended Loyola 
University, and was named MVP of 
the National Championships in his 

confident young men. He credits his 
successes to the families who send their 
boys to SFHS, the dedicated athletes, 
and his phenomenal coaching staff.

“The athletic department wishes to 
thank Mike for everything he does for 
our student-athletes, not just on the 
court with 500 wins, but for all he does 
off the court in developing our volleyball 
players into good human beings and 
great representatives of St. Francis High 
School,” said Dan Hardwick, Director 
of Athletics, St. Francis High School.  “I 
wish him many more years and many 
more victories!”

freshman year.  He also coached his 
entire coaching staff when they were 
students at SFHS - Megan Lynch ’07, 
Matt Gorski ’04, Ryan Hanrahan ’11, 
Jake Tibble ’12, Thomas Culligan ’10 
and Ryan Roschman ’05.

This year, Lynch said his varsity team 
was the youngest he’s had, starting four 
freshmen, two sophomores and two 
juniors.  Throughout the season, even 
though they were a very young team, 
they expected to win.  While the team 
did not place in the top four in the Benet 
Tournament, they did they did manage 
to pull out the 500th win for their coach 
against Plainfield Central High School, 
winning that match in two games, 27-
25 and 25-22.  Lynch said they only 
have room to grow and he thinks this 
team will be the team to beat in the 
next couple of years.

When asked what the 500th win means 
to him, Lynch jokingly said, “It meant 
I’m getting old!”  On a serious note 
however, he said, “It really makes me 
look back over 20 years and see how 
many lives were affected, not just in 
volleyball or the players, but it becomes 
part of the families and affects the 
school too.”

Lynch intends to coach as long as he 
“continues to have a positive impact.”  
He loves the strong tradition of the 
program, having the opportunity to 
shape the boys in their volleyball skills 
and to witness the athletes grow into 

Top:  Mike with his wife, Trish Cullerton ‘77 Lynch, 
and daughter, Megan Lynch ‘07
Above: (Back) Sue Lynch (Mike’s mom), Mike, Dave 
Lynch ‘82, Colleen Lynch ‘78 Schmitt, (Front) Kathy 
Lynch ‘73 Woods
Below Left:  Mike with his varsity team
Below Right:  Mike with his 500th win plaque
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Institutional Advancement
Vice President of

www.sfhscollegeprep.org

Michelle B. Clegg 
Vice President of Institutional Advancement

Donate Today

Thank You, Alumni, for a Great Year!

Thanks to you, the 2017 fiscal year (7/1/2017 – 6/30/2018) was in 
many ways a significant year for both St. Francis High School and the 
Advancement Department.  

For many reasons, but in no small part due the generosity of SFHS 
alumni, St. Francis High Shcool enjoyed a very strong operating year:

• Tested more 8th grade students for the Class of 2022 than over  
 the past three years, and will welcome an entering freshman   
 class of 200 students
• Received a 24% increase in overall donations from alumni to   
 help provide the student body the unique SFHS experience
• Provided over $600,000 in financial aid and scholarships for 130  
 deserving students 
• Refinanced a current bank loan, and paid down existing debt   
 resulting in a significant savings to the operating budget

With the start of the new school year quickly approaching, the energy 
for the new, exciting efforts for the St. Francis High School community is 
definitely in the air!  And, none of this would be able to happen without 
you.  

Thank you for your continued interested in and support of St. Francis 
High School.  Please let me know if you have questions or suggestions 
at either mclegg@sfhscollegeprep.org or 630-668-5800, ext. 1220.  

W
CS

 P
ho

to
gr

ap
y

The St. Francis Fund

Each year, annual gifts from alumni, 
parents, and friends enable young people 
from every culture and community to 
reap the many benefits of an educational 
experience at St. Francis High School.  
Donors to the St. Francis Fund provide 
critically needed unrestricted support for 
capital and programmatic enhancements, 
technology upgrades, tuition assistance 
and more.

Why are these annual gifts so important?
Unlike endowment funds, annual giving 
dollars are flexible and accessible. They 
can be directed to a specific area or put to 
use right away where and when they are 
needed most.

Your annual support gift to the St. Francis 
Fund will make a profound difference 
in the lives of St. Francis High School 
students every day, so that they can go on 
to make a difference in the world.

Thank you for making the SFHS experience 
possible!

https://www.sfhscollegeprep.org/page/support-us/st-francis-fund


ST. FRANCIS HIGH SCHOOL

THE ALUMNI SCHOLARSHIP GOLF OUTING

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2018

www.sfhscollegeprep.org/alumnigolf

The Alumni Scholarship Golf Outing 
SPONSORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
All net proceeds go directly to the Scholarship Fund 
for Children or Grandchildren of Alumni

FOUR LEVELS OF SPONSORSHIP

Early bird registration by 9/4/2018 or Young Alumni: $125

Registration  8:00 a.m.     Shotgun Start  10:00 a.m.   

Full Scholarship Sponsor: $3500
- Free golf for 4 golfers
- Recognition on event banner
- Signage on course
- Listing on event website

Gold level Sponsor: $2000
- Signage on Beverage Cart Banner
- Recognition on event banner
- Signage on course
- Listing on event website

Silver Level Sponsor: $1000
- Recognition on event banner
- Signage on course
- Listing on event website

Bronze Level Sponsor: $500
- Signage on course
- Listing on event website

Hole Sponsor: $300
- Signage on course

Company Sponsorship Opportunities Available
Donations are always appreciated!

The St. Francis High School 
Alumni Association has 
awarded more than 
$225,000 in scholarships 
since 2007.

Each year, the St. Francis Alumni 
Association has the honor of awarding 
multiple, four-year renewable scholarships 
to students who are children or 
grandchildren of alumni. These 
scholarships are made possible with your 
generous donations during the Alumni 
Reunion weekend. The Alumni 
Scholarship Golf Outing is the sole source 
of funding for the scholarship awards by 
the St. Francis Alumni Association.       

- Driving range
- Green fee
- Golf cart with GPS
- Professional scoring 

- Full locker room.
- Lunch 
- On course beverages
- Awards and Prizes!

Golf Package $150
REGISTERONLINE!


